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Coming through with flying colours 



Kitchener artist’s mural will make neighbourhood dreamy 


Wear blue and illuminate during World Autism Awareness Day 
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Now deep thoughts 
... with Conestoga College 


Random question answered by random students , 


If you could only eat one food for 
the rest of your life, 
what would it be? 



FILBERT CARTOONS 



New gaming program launched 


Mural will showcase dreams 


Whitley designed these lmag- 

of youth and stimulate the end- 
less imaginations of children 

"When kids talk about the 
dreams they have, they may 
brighten them, they may ask 
'why is this happening/ but 
for me. it was always kind of 
a cool thing." he said "But we 
all have really odd dreams and 
bizarre things that happen in 

Before he could even prime 
a single board Whitley had to 
get approval bom the City of 
Kitchener to display the fin- 
ished work on his fence. City 
bylaws require all street art to 
be displayed without signatures 
or any indication of the name of 
the artist or the work would be 


The city approved Whitleys 
plan and provided him with 
some money to get the project 
up and rolling. The rest will be 
raised via a Kickstarter cam- 
paign. which Whitley hopes 


will fund the remaining boards 
and supplies for the mural. Bo 
far. he has raised over $3,800 
of $6,500 needed to complete 
the project. Because he does 
not want to profit off the work. 

money to the Canadian Cancer 
Society, as a tribute to his late 
brother-in-law who recently 
passed away after a battle with 
cancer. The campaign ends on 
April 1. and he's holding his 
breath 

"Kickstarters are an all or 
nothing kind of thing, he said. 
“If you dont get what you want 
and you don t get enough pledg- 
es. you don t get anything. 

Though he spends most of 
his time working in his garage. 
Whitley is a devout family man. 
He stayed at home to raise his 
kids for 12 years, and says that 
time was the most fun he s ever 
had. 

"When you go somewhere, 
kids always have a million 
questions and opinions about 
everything he said "It was a 
fun time, and I was really hop- 


ing to revisit that through this 
work. 

The word has spread quickly 
about Whitley s artistic ability 
and he has had to turn down 
several offers bom people who 
want things painted for them 
For now. this project remains 
his primary fecus until its 
anticipated completion m July. 

Through his 48 years on this 
planet. Whitley has not lost 
that youthful spirit and imagi- 
nation and he dedicates each 
brush stroke to helping the 
people around him maintain or 

It's OK to be silly, its OK 
to do something different, he 
said. "And I hope to inspire 
children to know they can 
take their box of crayons or 
their paints and just play, and 
nobody can really tell them 

To help fund the purchase 
of supplies for the mural, go 
to www.kickstarter.com/proj- 
ec ts/26205147 2/the -cats -paja- 
mas -comm unity -mural -by - 
david -whitley/description 
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Tabletop gaming 
more popular than ever 


ir MCK PARKINSON 


The 


. for J&J 


Cards and Collectible 
stereotypical for a store devot- 
ed to traditional gaming: the 
grey brick of the building is 
rered by a solid blue facade The trend of 01 


; exist in Waterloo Eegion 
iy. but they are a minority 


that 




tion of merchandise and staff 
who know how to have fun. 

J&J Cards was founded 
about 24 years ago by Jason 
Schill (vice-president of busi- 
ness!. and his brother Jim 
(president of business) Walk 
inside and you'll find a whim- 
sical gumball machine that 
sometimes speaks. Walk a lit- 
tle farther and you'H find four 


like the My Little Pony trad- 
ing card game or 15-year -old 
Magic: The Gathering cards. 


■ 90s which led 


ask walk from the cu 
itorefront at Umversi 
Jeber The first locatii 
asted two years befo 
isiness moved, and t] 
it building has had til 


said. Games Workshop, t 
company responsible for t 
wildly popular Warhamn 
Fantasy and Warhamm 
40.000 brands has be 


s allowed other c 


it their feet ini 
lained closed 


The strategy has been ’ 


shelf space, which m 
they rely more on Magic: The 
Gathering sales for their busi- 

This might sound like a bad 
idea according to the Schills 
line of thinking, but it has 
worked out well for JBC so far 

"Basically, we just ignored 
the naysayers/ said Alicia 
Loomes. co-owner of JBC 
Games along with her hu 
band Justin Loomes and si 


Wats 






:. Now. 


egularly drive 
London. Ont. and Toronto 
see what new stock J&J Can 
has in — and there is a lot 
stock to be seen. 

"We have new product cor 
ing in virtually every daj 


huge n 
it you! 


The three Loomes sti 

Trenton. Ont before they 
settled on Waterloo F' 
Waterloo was a large city 
several universities and col- 
leges and no large competitors 
(Magic is a minority at J&J' 
compared to general tabletc 


3 . The st 


is funded 


hat traditional g: 

.ence of other forms 

cut the Schills say that is not 
he case. While video games 
iid have an industry spike 
n the 90s. traditional games 


The unit they currently rent 

which allowed JBC Games 
have open space to grow int 
While the trio faced skep- 
ticism from their friends 
about the potential success 
of a card and game store. 
Justin's money allowed them 
to stay in the black for the 
first eight months. After that. 


lughm 




self. 


ards Magic: 
lards board 
flash-in-the- 


The populi 
cards led to their plui 
the 90s. specifically 




socializing as part of the play 
experience, which helps kids 
to develop their speaking 
and storytelling skills. Schill 

future of traditional gaming 
- he thinks the industry will 


of new custon 
good games 


l influx 


The Loomes are also very 
positive about the future of 
traditional gaming. According 
to them, the lack of social stig- 

the health of the traditional 


that's great. Alicia said 
All in all. traditional garni 
is alive and well in Waterlc 


THIS SOUP FEST isn't watered down 



PHOTO BY IAN MCBRIDE 





PURPLE IS NO LAUGHING MATTER 



In the March 23 issue of Spoke the last name of a student 
was incorrect. In the Page 2 question feature. Ryan Lamont 
a second-year broadcast television student, was incorrectly 
identified as Ryan Watt 
Spoke apologizes for the error. 
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TIIE CUSTOMER ISN’T ALWAYS RIGHT 


IY BE1H CROUSE 


The sun is shining- and for 

ing in a minimum wage retail 
job. its a pretty easy morning. 
Then a couple enters the sec- 
tion of store youre responsible 
for. There are already a few 
families wandering around, but 
nothing out of the ordinary. 
You approach them, smile, and 
offer the standard greeting of 
"Welcome to the store, my name 
is ... Is there anything I can 
help you find today?" Suddenly, 
the seemingly relaxed couple 
turn into vicious attackers bent 
on destruction, or at least ren- 


hrtually impossible for 
nployees to stand up 
selves because showing 




io make the cu: 
said Kirsten J 
1 of retail abuse 


^ ^ This woman looked 
at me, snarled, and 
pounded her fist on the 
counter. She bellowed at 
me, ‘I want this returned 
now!' M 
- Sam Mitchell 


1 worked the customer ser- 
vice desk so I had to deal with 

ever the one that I will always 
remember happened when I 
was working the returns desk 
along with another girl when 
this guy came in to return a 
chainsaw that he said didn't 
work 

"He took the chainsaw out of 
the box. which wasnt a brand 
we even carried, and it looked to 
be well over 10 years old There 

from extensive cutting time. He 
then told us that he had bought 

and it came like this in the box 
"We tried to tell him that 
wasnt possible because we 



dont carry that line of chain- 
saws. but a competitor did. but 
he started raising his voice 

pid cows, stupid bitches and 
other extremely profane names. 
He started screaming at the top 
of his lungs that he wanted his 
money back. 

"Other customers around the 
area came over toward where 
we were to see what was going 
on. This guy then looks at me 
and says. "I see you don't have 
a ring on your finger and it's no 
wonder a fat sack of crap like 

'After about 10 minutes of 

talked to the customer and gave 
him his money for this product 
we didnt even sell just to shut 
him up. ' Jensen said 

Another example of verbal 
abuse comes in the form of bla- 


s left to deal with a 


and asked me to look up a 
movie so he could order it in. 
The movie was called Dale and 
it was about Dale Earnhardt, 
a NASCAE driver. The search 
system at Blockbuster was very 
basic, so all I had to do was 
type in Dale' and it would say 
whether or not we had it in the 

"It wasnt there and I told 
the guy this but he kept tell- 
ing me more and more details 

Dale Earnhardt like I was 
supposed to use those to find 
the movie. I kept telling him 


that movie at all so I cant 
order it in for you. 

"He asked if he could ask 
my supervisor about it. I said 
sure even though I knew Jon 
would tell the guy the same 
thing that I had already said. 

‘Then he said. It s just that 

about NASCAE than women 
I don't mean anything bad 
by that I mean I wouldn t be 
interested in learning to knit 
or how to wash a dish. So why 
don't you run along back to 
the kitchen where you belong 
and let someone who is quali- 
fied to deal with men come 

Oftentimes customers for- 
get that the person standing 
behind the cash register or 

human being. Customers dis- 
regard that these people have 
any feelings whatsoever and 
begin to verbally tear these 
poor souls apart. 

1 cant even begin to tell 
you how many times I've been 
reduced to tears.' said Sam 
Mitchell, an employee at a big 
name book retailer. 


been called names that I don t 
want to repeat. Mitchell said 

around Christmas The store 
was packed to begin with 



imagine how I must 
looked, almost like a d 
the headlights. This v 
completely cut off the 
line and the customer 


ringing through ’ 
do something 


"I told her in a very calm 
voice, that she would have 
to go to the back of the line 
and then Id be happy to help 




enough. 

"This woman looked at me 
snarled, and pounds! her 
clenched fist on the counter 
She bellowed at me. T want 
this returned now! Its broken 
and I won t give my kid a bro- 
ken gift! You have to return it 1 
I'm the customer so you have to 


"So I said if she could step to 
the side I would be with her in 

"After I finished cashing out 
my original customer, apologiz- 


was so embarrassed, the craxy 
lady came back to my till 

"I pulled the supposedly bro- 
ken toy from the bag and it was 
one of the Disney Frozen dolls 
we had sold out of last week 
There was nothing wrong with 
it though, everything was still 
sealed and in the original pack- 
aging. 

"I asked her if she had her 
receipt so I could start the 
return, which she didn t have, 
so I could only process it if we 
exchanged the item or gave her 


Look at it' It- 
picture on the 
pletely differei 


the one in the box! Seriously 
how did you even get a job? I'm 
surprised you can even func- 
tion if you're this retarded!* 
"By this point I was so angry I 
was shaking and I could feel my 

^looked at the woman and 
said Maam the doll has a 

that it doesnt show the pattern 
until you put it in cold water. 

"The woman then went on a 
rant about how stupid I was. 

job. that it's people like me who 
are ruining the country, and so 


"By this point, other cashiers 
were able to come and help 
with the line and my manager 
had been called up to the front 
by one of the other employ- 
ees. My manager was walking 
over to see what was going on. 
and as soon as she got to the 

blaming me saying I was doing 
things wrong and that I should 
be fired 

"I ended up walking away 
in the middle of the transac- 
tion and going home early that 
day. Mitchell said. 

Those who work in retail 

they must deal with irritated, 
irate or irrational custom- 
ers However, a website has 
popped up where employees 
from all areas of retail are 
able to voice their story about 


ii Why don’t you run 
along back to the kitchen 
where you belong and let 
someone who is qualified 
to deal with men 
come out here. W 
- Katie Stevens 


The website. NotAlwaysEight 
com, is full of first-hand 
accounts from the frontlines of 
the retail battlefield. Stories of 
crazy antics, outrageous tem- 
pers and poor choices made by 
adults offer a cathartic release 
for all those who continue to 
deal with customer tantrums 

What people need to remem- 
ber is that behind the name tag 
and uniform is a human being 

to keep the customer happy 
Throwing a temper tantrum 
that rivals an unruly toddler 

and treating salespeople like 
verbal punching bags until 
they have tears in their eyes 
won t fix the issue, either. 

What everyone needs to 

when the customer isn t right 
And it happens more often 
then most people think. 
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WHICH IS REAL and which is fake? 


RIP A STRIP! STOP THE STIGMA 







Our only limitations are 
those which we set up in our 
own minds, or permit others 
to establish for us.” 





Busker bylaw would be beneficial 


Liv Gains and her father 

March 18 in response to 
her recent run-in with local 

The inspiration behind this 
musical protest happened on 
March 11 when the 19-year- 
old was placed in handcuffs 
and charged $65 for singing 
and playing her guitar on city 
streets. It happened Dut front 
of the Giant Tiger store in 
the Galt core of Cambridge. 
Because of the widely pub- 




police officers, especially 

in place that give them that 
right. 

I hope that any new laws 
the city creates around busk- 
ing in Cambridge are benefi- 
cial to everyone involved. A 
bylaw will help make it clear 
to buskers and police officers 
what is allowed and what 
isn't, without that grey area 
that seems to have confused 
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LZJ 

Over 


azEs 

to be won! 


TIM CARDS, PREPAID VISAS, 
BOOKSTORE GIFT CARDS 

AND MUCH MORE! 

I CSI and various Conestoga departments 
l have teamed up once again to gather student 

I W feedback and input. That means we’re giving 

| 1 away over $800 in great prizes to those who 

1,1 take between 15-20 minutes to fill out our 

| survey — so make sure you do! 

I Watch your Conestoga email for 

■ your invitation in March. 

II ll I Fill out the survey, and be entered to win! 

Questions? Contact: 

institutionalresearch(S)conestogac.on.ca 


MARCH 25 th - APRIL 5' 
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Would you have had a shot? 


BY RACHEL ROY 

Students m Waterloo Region 
had the chance to give it their 
best shot at The Shot 
The singing competition was 
open to post-secondary students 
at the University of Waterloo. 
Wilfrid Laurier University and 
Oonestoga College. 

The Shot is a week-long 
event where individual 
students or groups perform in 
front of four music industry 
professionals. Its like 
Americas Got Talent mixed 
with American Idol 
The Shot just wrapped up 
its second season on March 
21 at the Conrad Centre of 
the Performing Arts. People 
auditioned their best songs 
and then the judges. Juneyt 
Yetkiner. Stacy Zegers. Joni 
Nehrita and C. J. Allen, picked 
the top eight competitors The 
competition was so good that 
they chose a ninth singer for 
the March 21 finals. 

They were Jessica Bell. 
Emily Cortolezzis, James 
Downham. Matt Giblin, 
and Pam Olayemi. all from 
Wilfrid Laurier. and Sarah 
Russo. Tausha Hanna. 
Chelsea Marr and Vincenzo 


Romualdi. all from the 
University of Waterloo. 

After hearing the finalists 
sing the judges decided 
Cortolezzis. Olayemi. Hanna 
and Downham would move on 
to the final round. 

The winner Df the 
competition received a full 
day of recording with a 
professional engineer and 
a mastered demo courtesy 
of Metal Works Studio 
limousine transportation 
provided by Brentwood 
Livery, the opportunity to 
perform at KOI fest 2015, a 
perform ance and development 
contract with Circus Music 
Co., a new acoustic guitar 
courtesy of Brickhouse 
Guitars, a professional photo 
shoot courtesy of Sylvia 
Pond Photography, and a 
professionally produced 
music video courtesy of 
Esteemedia. 

" I can't even think of words 
to use to describe how proud I 
am of the nine who performed 
tonight.'* said Allen, who is 
also the A&R executive Df 
Circus Music Company, the 
company producing The Shot. 
"I am overwhelmed at the 
talent that we saw. Im proud 



finals, then, after the four 
finalists sang their final sang, 
the audience voted on the 

After an anxious 15 minutes 
the results came in and the 
four finalists took the stage, 
holding each other's hands 
tightly 

The crowd went silent as 
everyone waited in the tense 
room as the host finally 
announced the winner. 

"James Downham! * 

Downham had won the 
crowd over with his song 
Skydiving by Tim McGraw. At 
the announcement the crowd 
erupted in excited screams as 
the four finalists hugged each 
other and Downham lifted his 
fist in victory. 

"I feel awesome. Downham 
said. "I can't believe that this 
actually happened. There 
were so many absolutely 
fantastic singers in this 
competition. It was amazing 
to be with everybody for this 
week, it's been unbelievable. 
I never had the confidence 
before to do something like 
this People encouraged me 
in the past and I was like too 
nervous. I just had to get to a 
point where it didn't matter. * 












conestogastudents.com/elections 



GREAT ENTERTAINMENT E 
FOR ONLY $30 30 


centreinthesquare.com 


centi 





CONCERTS FOR KIDS A great success 



Finding off-campus housing isn’t as hard as it seems 


As the school year draws to 
a close, many students are 
starting to panic about where 
they will live in September. 
They often wonder where 
they should start and what 


P The battle for student hous- 
ing in the Doon area, espe- 
cially for those who want 

begins early Those who want 

January. The search for a 
first house is one of the most 
stressful things students can 
go through, especially if it's 
the end of a student's first 
year 


said Jeff Scherer 
dent of Conestoga 
Inc. (CSI). "Hbus 
cially m the Doon 



up quick and if you are look- 
ing for something specific it 



"I find Kjijis the easiest 

out as fast as possible said 
Ian Wilson a landlord pro- 
viding off-campus housing for 
students for almost 10 years. 
“Kijijis so popular now that 
its the first place everyone 
initially thinks to go to. ** 


it Search sooner rather 
than later. »» 

- Jeff Scherer 



The majc 
off-campus 
from $4001 
Prices vai 

isn't all-inc 
included in 
What see 
stressful p 

There's ale 


ority of rooms in 
s houses range 
to $800 per month 
ry depending on 



ot of detail put into 


that most people wouldnt 
think about. 

"Finding a suitable rent- 


al unit and signing a lease 
shouldn t be something that 
you fly through Scherer 
said “It s important to under- 
stand what you are signing 
for what you are responsible 
for and any responsibilities 
that you may not already be 


Wilson said. “I think physi- 
cally signing the lease is the 

something they ve never done 
before It s an imposing and 
extremely long legal docu- 


If it comes down to the 
wire, and no off-campus 
housing is appealing to you. 
there's always the Conestoga 
Residence Generally a first 

the residence is still an afford- 
able option for students, even 
providing three different pay- 
ment options The residence 
offers two different styles of 
rooms for the fall and win- 

more commonly called “tra- 
ditional.' is more of the true 

$6,900 for the Entire school 
year, while the two-bedroom 

$7,000. ^ 

“Landlords are understand- 
ing around this time of the 
year, Wilson said "We know 
that students have plenty on 
their plate, so the majority of 

easy experience for everyone 



CONESTOGA STUDENTS OFFER FREE HEARING SCREENINGS 



MAPLE SYRUP 

STARTS TO FLOW 


Spring, which officially began 



Non-full-time/ 
contract faculty 

WE 

WANT 

YOU. 


More than half of teachers in Ontario's 
colleges and universities are non-full-time/ 
contract faculty. 

Help us understand you better to improve 
education for everyone. 

Take the survey. 

Make a difference. 

Visit invisibleworkforce.ca now. 


Higher Education 
w jS Quality Council 
4 W of Ontario 
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HOROSCOPE 

Week of March, 30, 2015 


m 


w 

Aries 

March 21 - 
April 19 

Libra 

September 23 - 
glgVfJ October 22 

some bad days. Dont take 
things too personally, they 
may not understand how 

Your hard work will pay off 
Seep your chin up you're 
almost there This week 
teep a positive attitude. 

11 

Taurus 

April 20 - 
May 20 


Stubborn is not the way to 
ilay this week. Be more flex- 
ble with those that you may 
not agree with and good for- 
tune will come your way. 

/hat s best for you Keep an 
pen mind and accept their 
advice. 



Sagittarius 

November 22- 

7 

December 21 


ity: you may n 
this week T 


'£,“5 


Cancer 

June 22- 
July 22 


H 


Capricorn 

December 22- 
January 19 


Cancer, dont dwell on the 
last. Keep focused on the 

vhat the future may hold 

Your negative attitude is 
bringing those around you 
down Change your perspec- 
tive on things and youll see 

pi 

August 22 

n 

Aquarius 

January 20 - 
February 18 

Make sacrifices for others. 

favour and you shall receive 

Keep an open mind when it 
comes to trying new things. 
You might make some new 

MM Virgo 

[•/ August 23 - 

x 

Pisces 

February 19- 
March 20 


You have certain obligations Don t panic about 
to fulfill in the near future. current situation. A 

opportunity is right around 
the comer This wet' ' 


Those around you de 
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The Stars have spoken 
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Fill in the grid with digits in 
such a manner that every 
row, every column and 
every 3x3 box accommo- 
dates the digits 1-9, with- 
out repeating any. 


Word Search 
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NEWS 


Elmira Maple Syrup Festival celebrates 51st year 


The sp 


r under' 


resulting in the arrival of Canadas 
favourite sweet and sticky delicacy — 
maple syrup. 

Canada is the largest producer of 
maple syrup, with 85 per cent of the 
world s supply. Holding that title, it s 
only fitting that Canada also holds the 
world s largest maple syrup festival. 

The Elmira Maple Syrup Festival 
kicked off its 51st year on March 


1 It first 


2.500 cc 


and even all tl: 


ini 10. 1965 from m 


Pole 


reckoning about $50,000 worth of 
syrup is actually sold on the day of 
the festival ' 

The weather greatly afreets the qual- 
ity and quantity of maple syrup. The 
best conditions for syrup is when there 
is warm days accompanied by freez- 
ing nights According to the Ontario 
Maple Syrup Producers Association 
(OMSPA). about 40 litres of sap is 
required to make one litre of syrup. 

Only 10 per cent of sap i 


a aging 


ly from the North 


as held from 7 am until 
4 p.m. this year and featured a variety 
of booths and attractions. Food-wise 
apple fritters, legs of meat and deep 
fried foods covered the half-mile-long 
stretch called the "outdoor mall.' Of 
syrup pradi 


:t af a 




"It’s 

at and what were known for said 
Devin Petteplace the communication 
co-ordinator for Woolwich. Two new 
events were added this year. One of 
them was called the Pancake Mile and 
ized by Waterloo Running 




Senes 

"What 






between 66 per cent and 67.5 f 
sugar content, the OMSPA 

develops as it boils m the evapor 

There are five colour classes of syrup 
that are made: extra light, light, medi- 
um amber and dark. The darker the 
colour the stronger the taste. Besides 
liquid syrup, other items that are 
made from sap are maple butter, 
maple taffy sugar candies and granu- 

Attractions at the festival were 
numerous Patrons could visit Old 
McDonald s Farm watch blacksmiths 
go to craft shows and even venture out 
to a local sugar bush on the edge of 


cake, and run another quarter mile.' 
McGovern said. "No throwing up is 
allowed. ' The person who runs for the 
longest time is put into the Guinness 
Book of World Records. 

In 2000 the festival was recog- 
nized by Guinness World Records 
for holding the largest festival with 
66.529 attendees That same year 
they gained the record of having the 
syrup bucket which 


feet and two inches in diam 
had a capacity of 133 gallon 

The other new event w 
Its An Honour' which wa 
the Governor General s office. Patror 
could walk into a full-sized trails 
and see a collection of medals Thes 
awards went to those in the militar 
and those who did heroic deeds. 

‘The festival is always a success 
Petteplace said. "Its just a fant 
event and we hope that people 




HTTEnTIOn RETURninG STUDERTS 

Tuition payment has changed for 
September! 

- Deposit due June 15th 

- No deferral fees 

- Remaining tuition due in August 


For more information: 

www.conestogac.on.ca/payingyourfees 



